MSFS 5.0a + DOSbox (0.63)
The DOS compatibility of Windows XP is not very good. In order to run MSFS 5a under Windows XP (or Win 98 or 2000/Me) you have to run a DOS emulator first. For our purpose we found a good one called DOSbox  (http://dosbox.sourceforge.net/information.php?page=0). My fellow countryman Peter Veenstra of the DOSbox development team was so kind to send me a brand new version of the DOSbox kernel that solved the last few problems. Using DOSbox we are now able to run all Microsoft FS versions for the PC under Windows XP, as will be reflected on this website.

My good Czech friend Josef Havlik created a nice setup and a batch file for easy setup. Peter, Josef and Hubert Born, who first proposed this solution, on behalf of many old FS lovers, thanks a lot. 
Installation and Use
This paragraph describes the few necessary step to get FS 5.0a into the air. The instructions are part of a compressed file (zip), which further contains MSFS 5.0a, DOSBox 0.63 and a start-up batch file. Unzip the file anywhere on your disk (independent of folder position or folder name). Then you can run MSFS 5a from this directory by starting the batch file “MSFS5a in DOSBox.bat”. If you run this more often, it may be even better to create a shortcut on the desktop? 
There are a few basic command keys:
· Alt+Enter 
switches to full screen and back, 
· CTRL-F5 
save a screenshot (.png)

· CTRL-F9

kill DOSbox

· CTRL-F10
capture/release the mouse.

· Ctrl+F12 

speed up emulation (increase DOSBox cycles)

· Ctrl+F11 

slow down emulation (decrease DOSBox cycles)
Something like 10,000 cycles would do. Other DOSbox command keys are not important. 
Saved/recorded files will be found in the /capture subdirectory (can be changed in the config file). 

One small remaining problem: 

MSFS 5 might hang in the opening screen (mouse-problem?). Can be solved by pushing ENTER. 
Note: for detailed information about DOSbox read the enclosed documentation (README.txt).
